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Happy new year! As you look to
2020 what do you imagine it will
bring? Some of us may look with
high expectations. This is the
year that we hope will bring a
wedding, a new child, improved
health, a long awaited trip, retirement, something that will
bring great joy. Others of us may look to this year with
anxiety. This is the year we fear will bring the death of a
loved one, a divorce, continued failing health, bankruptcy,
something that will bring devastation.
What will 2020 bring? In truth we do not know. Things
may go better or worse than we expect. We never know
precisely what the future will hold for us. However, the
truth we hold to as we face our future is the truth that God
will go with us in this future. This is the Christmas
message that we are celebrating. Jesus was born as our
Emmanuel, which means “God with us.”
God is with us in 2020. This we affirm. If things go better
than our greatest hopes, God is with us. If things go worse
than our greatest fears, God is with us. God is with us.
This is the truth. And it is well worth our pondering as the
calendar turns over one more time. What does it mean for
you that God shares in your ups and downs? What does
this mean for what you will do in this new year?
For some this good news will encourage them to take
greater risks, for God is with them. For some it will mean
sharing more of themselves and their resources, for God
is with them. For some it will mean living in gratitude, for
God is with them. For some it will mean great commitment
to living the way God desires, for God is with them. What
will it mean for you?
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2020 may be the year a new pastor will be
coming to lead and serve you. It may not. Still
God is faithful. God is with you. Let us enter
into this new year with the conviction of being
the people God has called us to be. Let us live
in the grace God so freely has given us. Let us
live together in faith and faithfulness!

December College Graduations
Congratulations to Katie
(Petersen) Rock. Katie
earned her master’s degree
in Nonprofit Business from
Drake University.

Pastor John

Birthdays

1 – Mary Maxson
5 – Stephanie Anderson
8 – Jim Wittmer
17 – Angie Markham
23 – Luke Probasco
25 – Rob Burger
26 – Jim Bendt

Congratulations to 2nd Lt.
Kristopher Dietrich. Kris earned
his 4-yr degree in Management
Information Services from Iowa
State Univ. and was commissioned
to 2nd Lieutenant, USMC.

Anniversaries

6 – Adam & Kimberly
Turner
7 – Garrett & Beth Young

On this day, may you feel the Lord’s loving
presence working in your life! Enjoy your day

The events scheduling calendar for
weddings, reunions, etc., for New Era Church,
Fellowship Hall, and Gym for 2020 is now on the
bulletin board. Please make your building
reservations on this calendar. Thank you.

for you deserve to be happy. Have a wonderful
birthday and anniversary!

Thank you!
What a surprise and

Special dates

delight it was to receive

• New Year’s Day, January 1, 2020
• Epiphany, January 6, 2020
• Baptism of the Lord, January 12, 2020
• Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,
January 18-25, 2020
• Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 20, 2020

such a generous gift
from you people of New
Era! Thank you for the open-hearted
hospitality you have given me from the very
beginning, welcoming me into your
community.

And thank you for this lavish

Christmas gift and card given on Christmas
Eve.

It is a joy to serve you. Merry Christmas

(now and throughout the year).
Pastor John
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implemented programs to generate
competitive advantages and long-term
value.

Press Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
New Era Lutheran Church Receives
2019 Best of Muscatine Award

The Muscatine Award Program was
established to recognize the best of local
businesses in our community. Our
organization works exclusively with
local business owners, trade groups,
professional associations and other
business advertising and marketing
groups. Our mission is to recognize the
small business community's
contributions to the U.S. economy.

Muscatine Award Program Honors the
Achievement
MUSCATINE December 20, 2019 -New Era Lutheran Church has been
selected for the 2019 Best of Muscatine
Award in the Religious Organizations
category by the Muscatine Award
Program.
Each year, the Muscatine Award
Program identifies companies that we
believe have achieved exceptional
marketing success in their local
community and business category.
These are local companies that enhance
the positive image of small business
through service to their customers and
our community. These exceptional
companies help make the Muscatine
area a great place to live, work and play.
Various sources of information were
gathered and analyzed to choose the
winners in each category. The 2019
Muscatine Award Program focuses on
quality, not quantity. Winners are
determined based on the information
gathered both internally by the
Muscatine Award Program and data
provided by third parties.

SOURCE: Muscatine Award Program
CONTACT:
Muscatine Award Program
Email: PublicRelations@cityannouncement.org
URL: http://www.city-announcement.org

Begin anew

Every morning lean thine arms awhile
Upon the windowsill of heaven
And gaze upon thy Lord.
Then, with the vision in thy heart,
Turn strong to meet thy day.
—Thomas Blake

How to find peace

About Muscatine Award Program
The Muscatine Award Program is an
annual awards program honoring the
achievements and accomplishments of
local businesses throughout the

Blessed are the single-hearted, for they shall
enjoy much peace. If you refuse to be hurried
and pressed, if you stay your soul on God,
nothing can keep you from that clearness of
spirit which is life and peace. In that stillness
you will know what his will is. —Amy Carmichael

Muscatine area. Recognition is given to
those companies that have shown the
ability to use their best practices and
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proclaim his word, ensure justice and mercy,
share his love.

One didn’t
Three men were tried for crimes against humanity. Two
committed crimes. One didn’t.

What does God need from you, as Jesus needed
baptism from John? Salvation is God’s alone to
accomplish, but then he calls us to share work
with him, for the world’s sake. So we echo
Jesus: “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do
this” (Matthew 3:15, NIV).
—Heidi Mann

Three men were given government trials. Two were
given fair trials. One wasn’t.
Three men were whipped and beaten. Two had it
coming. One didn’t.
Three men were given crosses to carry. Two earned
their crosses. One didn’t.

A prayer for the journey

Three men were mocked and spit at along the way. Two
cursed and spit back. One didn’t.

The following prayer, almost 1,000 years old,
was written for pilgrims walking the Camino de
Santiago (the Way of St. James) — 500 miles
across northern Spain. Use this adaption as you
journey into the new year:

Three men were nailed to crosses. Two deserved it. One
didn’t.
Three men agonized over their abandonment. Two had
reason to be abandoned. One didn’t.

God, you called your servant Abraham from Ur
in Chaldea, watching over him in all his
wanderings, and guided the Hebrew people as
they crossed the desert. Guard your children,
who seek to grow in you this year. Be their
companion on the way, their guide at the
crossroads, their strength in weariness, their
defense in dangers, their shelter on the path,
their shade in the heat, their light in the
darkness, their comfort in discouragement, and
the firmness of their intentions. Through your
guidance, may they be enriched with grace and
virtue, and be filled with salutary and lasting
joy. —from the 12th-century Codex Calixtinus

Three men knew death was coming. Two resisted. One
didn’t.
One, two, three men died on three crosses. Three days
later, two remained in their graves. One didn’t.
-Author unknown

A sacred partnership
Bible scholar William Barclay notes that John
the Baptist was “startled and unwilling” when
Jesus asked to be baptized. The evangelist
thought he needed what Jesus could give, not
the reverse!
We are pros at taking our needs to God —
indeed he invites this: “Call on me in the day of
trouble” (Psalm 50:15). But God also comes to
us with needs: “Mortal, I am sending you”
(Ezekiel 2:3, NRSV); “Go ... make disciples”
(Matthew 28:19); “Carry each other’s burdens”
(Galatians 6:2, NIV).

Got a favorite recipe?
If so, please email it to
neweralutheran@gmail.com
and it will be printed in
the next newsletter!

Apparently, God prefers partnership to acting
solo. From the beginning, God has invited
people to name the animals, tend the garden,
welcome strangers, build the tabernacle,
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Instruments of praise

Love in action

Some innovative musicians play instruments that
actually melt at their fingertips. Their ice
creations — everything from drums and a pipe
organ to harps and didgeridoos — make aweinspiring sounds (search online to hear for
yourself).

Martin Luther King Jr., whose life and legacy we
honor this month, spoke often about the power
of love. In fact, he equated the practice of
nonviolence with “absolute commitment to the
way of love.”
Love, declared the minister and activist, “is the
only force capable of transforming an enemy
into a friend.” And, he said, anyone who’s
“devoid of the power to love” is “devoid of the
power to forgive.”

The unique challenges posed by dissolving
instruments seem to increase their impact.
“ICEstruments” sculptor Tim Linhart says
concertgoers, whose bodies also are largely
composed of water, often feel a “spiritual
connection” to the music.

King distinguished between true love and
“empty sentimentalism,” however. He taught —
and showed — that love is “the active
outpouring of one’s whole being into the being
of another.”

Although people don’t melt, our physical bodies
eventually return to ashes and dust. Despite
that impermanence, God created us as
wonderful instruments to make joyful noises for
him: “Let everything that has breath praise the
LORD!” (Psalm 150:6). —adapted from The Wired
Word

Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the ultimate
“active outpouring” of love, and we can choose
to follow his example daily.
“Because of Calvary I’m free to choose,” writes
Max Lucado in When God Whispers Your Name. “No
occasion justifies hatred; no injustice warrants
bitterness. I choose love. Today I will love God
and what God loves.”

“The Wise Men”
Oh, we have learnt to peer and pore
On tortured puzzles from our youth,
We know all labyrinthine lore,
We are the three wise men of yore,
And we know all things but the truth. …

+Christian Symbol+
Cross on the Rock

Go humbly, humble are the skies,
And low and large and fierce the star;
So very near the manger lies
That we may travel far.

The rock is often used as a symbol
of the Lord, our strength and firm foundation. A
cross rising from the rock echoes many Bible
verses that proclaim Christ as the rock of
salvation; for example, “He alone is my rock
and my salvation …” (Psalm 62:2, ESV).

Hark! Laughter like a lion wakes
To roar to the resounding plain.
And the whole heaven shouts and shakes,
For God himself is born again. …
—G.K. Chesterto
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“One of the most sincere forms of respect is
actually listening to what another has to say.”
—Bryant H. McGill

The living present
According to Matthew, who was
present at Jesus’ baptism? (Choose
as many as apply.)

“And so he listened. And in his listening, his
heart opened wide and then wider still.”
—Kate DiCamillo, The Miraculous Journey of
Edward Tulane

A. John the Baptist
B. The Spirit of God
C. Jesus’ mother, Mary
D. His first disciples
Answer: A and B (See Matthew 3:13-17.)

“Too often we underestimate the power of … a
listening ear … to turn a life around.”
―Leo Buscaglia

This little light

At home with God

Worldwide, more than 1 billion people lack
access to electricity; another 1.5 billion have
irregular access. One new tool that’s literally
brightening lives is an inflatable, waterproof,
solar-powered lantern. With 10 tiny LED lights,
“Luci” can shine about 15 square feet of light
for up to 24 hours on a full charge. Yet the
lantern weighs just 4 ounces, so it’s easy to
transport.

Of all persons, the Christian
should be best prepared for
whatever the New Year brings. …
In Christ he has disposed of a
thousand enemies that other men must face
alone and unprepared. He can face his
tomorrow cheerful and unafraid because
yesterday he turned his feet into the ways of
peace and today he lives in God. The man who
has made God his dwelling place will always
have a safe habitation.
—A.W. Toze

Though this versatile lantern has many uses,
inventor Jason Alan Snyder is especially excited
about its potential to help people living in
darkness. For each $10 donation at
mpowerd.com, one Luci lantern is sent for
disaster relief and humanitarian aid.
Little lights — whether solar-powered or Jesuspowered — make a big impact in our dark world.
—adapted from HomeTouch

The power of listening
Jesus repeatedly urged his followers to not
simply hear but listen to his teachings. Others
also have championed sincere listening to show
compassion and respect.
“Part of doing something is listening.”
―Madeleine L'Engle, A Swiftly Tilting Planet
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Puzzle!
Use the word list to complete the crossword.
Then fill in the numbered blanks to read God’s
promise to Noah — and to us.
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Craft Idea
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Sunday

5
8:30 am – Choir Practice
9:30 am` – Sunday School
10:30 am – Worship

12
8:30 am – Choir Practice
9:30 am` – Sunday School
10:30 am – Worship
19
8:30 am – Choir Practice
9:30 am – Sunday School
10:30 am – Worship

26
8:30 am – Choir Practice
9:30 am – Sunday School
10:30 am – Worship

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

7

8
9 am – Care &
Concern - Meet @ McDonald’s
5 pm – Coupon Group will be
meeting at church to go to
Judy’s Barge Inn, 600 Front St.,
Buffalo

9

21110

15

16

17

18

20

14
9 am – Sewing group meets
at church. Bring sack
lunch. Everyone welcome
6:30 pm – Council Mtg
21

22

23

24

25

6:30 pm @ Gloria Dei
27

28

29

30

31
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6:30 pm @ Gloria Dei
13

6:30 pm @ Gloria Dei

6:30 pm @ Gloria Dei
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Date
1/5/2020
1/12/2020
1/19/2020
1/26/2020

Readers
Shirley Petersen
Josiah Anderson
Dan Petersen
Paul Mayes

Flowers

Ushers

Joyce Rudbeck

Ken & Shirley
McDaniel

Altar Guild

Communication
Assistant

Lynn Bendt

Treats
Carolyn Leach, Becki Petersen
Joyce Rudbeck
Nancy Henke, Joan Dietrich
Shirley McDaniel, Gloria Batteau

NOTE: Please email any information for the newsletter to Joan Dietrich at neweralutheran@gmail.com or call 563-299-4710 or
leave it in the basket outside office.
Church office hours: Wed., - 10-2 pm, Fri., 10-Noon – 563-263-5356

New Era’ss Christmas Angels –(Photo taken from the Children’s Christmas Program)

