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 It may not seem like it now, but 
spring is just around the corner. 
Before long there will the 
regreening of the earth, new life 
sprouting about us. Some of us are 

in the full swing of preparing for this new life. Depending on 
who we are, this preparation includes going through seed 
catalogs, or preparing a poultry order, or getting the 
machinery ready for its job. Spring is coming and we yearn 
for the sunshine, warmth and new life. 
  
Spring is the time of new birth, the greening of creation. 
Lent is a time of new birth, the greening of the soul. Lent is 
a time set aside within the church year for us as individuals 
and as communities to intentionally be about the work of 
gardening for our souls. It is a time for preparing the soil of 
our hearts to receive the seed of new life. This preparing 
includes the digging and rooting out of the rocks and weeds 
which would impede growth.  This is the work of confession 
and introspection. This preparing also includes the watering 
and fertilizing of study, worship, and fellowship. All this 
preparation is so that the word of God may take greater root 
in our lives and give bloom to the hope and joy of 
everlasting life with Jesus Christ. This year lent begins with 
Ash Wednesday on February 26. 
 
I invite you to make this lent an intentional time. Choose 
something to give up for the season. Choose something that may 
have a grip on your soul. (One year my son gave up video 
games!) Or instead of giving up something make this lent a time 
for beginning a new practice.  (Something like writing notes 
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of thanks to people who make a difference in 
your life.) Be faithful in worship. If you are not 
an every Sunday sort of person clean up your 
calendar and make it a priority. If you are an 
every Sunday person then come to the midweek 
services. Take up Bible reading for the season. 
Prepare casseroles for others and once a week 
deliver them. In some ways it matters less what 
you do and matters more that you do something 
intentional, on purpose. 
  
In whatever way you choose to celebrate lent 
this year I pray that it will be a blessing for you. 
May each of us rediscover Christ’s awesome love 
and may we be born anew to a living hope in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  
Your partner in ministry, 
Pastor John 
  
 

 
 

Birthdays 
9 – Terry Hampton 
13 – Jack Hull 
14 – Aaron Turner 
18 – Paislee Bear 
21 – Emogene Sorgenfrey 
21 – Grant Leacox 
21 – Sue Kirk 
22 – Gloria Batteau 

Anniversaries 
10 – Kris & Robert Gladwell 

 

As you celebrate your day with pride, think 
about the God and his choisest blessings on 

you.  Have a wonderful birthday and 
anniversary! 

 

Special dates 

• African-American History Month 
• Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2020 
• Presidents Day, February 17, 2020 
• Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 23, 2020 
• Ash Wednesday, February 26, 2020 
• Leap Day, February 29, 2020 

 
 

Dear Care & Concern of 
  New Era Lutheran, 
 
Thanks so much for the 
clever gift bag.  It was 
a fun bag to see what 

was in each package and the final one of Mary, 
Joseph & Baby Jesus was precious.  Many thanks to 
Janet Kindler for her visits and Care & Concern. 
 
Best wishes to all of you in 2020! 
 
Phyllis Beck 

 
New Era Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes – January 14, 2020 
 
New Era Church Council met on January 14, 
2020, at 6 p.m. with Pastor John Grebner, Josiah 
Anderson, Ann Mayes, Dick Leach, Gloria 
Batteau, Jan Lichtenwald, and Shirley Petersen 
present.   
 
Gloria gave devotions; Dick will have devotions 
next time. 
 
Minutes from the Nov. 12 meeting were read and 
approved. 
 
Eric sent the treasurer’s report online and was 
approved. 
 



~ 3 ~ 

Gloria reported on the Care & Concern 
Committee and their activities with spreading 
cheer with cards and gifts.   
 
Dick’s property report was as follows:   

 Rod Levsen tuned the organ. 
 Furnace filters were changed. 
 Removed snow and salted sidewalk. 
 More salt is in the cloak room. 
 Gloria is the new church custodian. 
 Doors have been left unlocked. The last 

person out of the church please check to 
make sure all doors are locked. 

 Our building basements need to be 
cleaned up.  

 
Our church member list needs to be sent around 
during church so people can make corrections so 
a new directory can be made. 
 
Pastor Grebner thanked the congregation for the 
Christmas gift he was given. 
 
The usage fee and marriage booklet committees 
have not met yet. 
 
Pastor and Ann moved and seconded to adjourn 
before we said the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Our next meeting to be determined.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Shirley Petersen, Secretary 
 

 

Why go to Church? 

If you're spiritually alive, you're going to love 
this!  If you're spiritually dead, you won't want to 
read it.  If you're spiritually curious, there is still 
hope! 
 

A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a 
newspaper and complained that it made no sense 
to go to church every Sunday.  He wrote: "I've 
gone for 30 years now, and in that time I have 
heard something like 3,000 sermons, but for the 
life of me, I can't remember a single one of 
them. So, I think I'm wasting my time. The 
preachers are wasting theirs by giving sermons at 
all".  This started a real controversy in the 
'Letters to the Editor' column.  Much to the 
delight of the editor, it went on for weeks until 
someone wrote this clincher: 
 
"I've been married for 30 years now. In that time 
my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for 
the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu 
for a single one of those meals. But I do know 
this: They all nourished me and gave me the 
strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had 
not given me these meals, I would be physically 
dead today.  Likewise, if I had not gone to church 
for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead 
today!" 
 
When you are DOWN to nothing, God is UP to 
something!  Faith sees the invisible, believes the 
incredible, and receives the impossible!  Thank 
God for our physical and our spiritual 
nourishment!  IF YOU CANNOT SEE GOD IN ALL, 
YOU CANNOT SEE GOD AT ALL! 
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Love-ly superlatives 
To fall in love with God is the greatest of 
romances, to seek him the greatest adventure, to 
find him the greatest human achievement. 
—St. Augustine 
 

February 2020, LSI 
Bulletin/Newsletter Article 

and Story 
 

Happy Valentine’s Day 
from LSI! 
“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19 
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about 
love: responding to the love of Jesus Christ 
through compassionate service. We give thanks 
for all the ministry partners, both individuals and 
congregations, who help share this love for Iowa 
children, families, and adults! 
We see this love in newly adopted children and 
their families, in teens who learn to trade self-
harm for self-worth, in Iowans with disabilities 
who are growing their independence and 
confidence, in new parents who are raising strong 
and healthy families, and in so many other 
moments of joy. You can help carry out our 
mission of hope and healing by giving a gift and 
showing love to the Iowa families we serve. For 
more information, please contact Deb Whitford, 
LSI director of philanthropy and church relations, 
at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-
2065.  
Thank you for the love you share and create 
through LSI. Happy Valentine’s Day! 
 
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds 
to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner 
of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA 
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a 
member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). 

We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, 
religions, sexes, gender identities, national 
origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual 
orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 
www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 
 
“I Feel Like a Parent Now.”  
When Harmony learned she was pregnant for the 
first time, she was excited, but apprehensive. 
She didn’t know what to expect when raising her 
first child.  
 
Harmony’s mother, Lois, helped her enroll in 
LSI’s Early Childhood Services, which provide 
parenting education and resources to families of 
young children across Iowa.   
While she was pregnant, Harmony participated in 
prenatal programming, which helped her 
maintain a healthy pregnancy and ensure she had 
everything she needed when her baby was born.  
 
When her daughter, Aya, arrived in October of 
2018, Harmony and Lois began participating in 
LSI’s Parent Education Program, where they now 
attend regular classes and connect with other 
families in their community.  
 
And at home, they receive weekly visits from 
their LSI Parent Educator, Amy. Each week, Amy 
brings resources for Harmony and age-
appropriate toys for Aya. They work together to 
monitor Aya’s development, and Amy is teaching 
the family what to expect as Aya begins hitting 
her developmental milestones.   
 
“LSI helps you learn how to raise your baby and 
how to learn about being a parent,” Harmony 
says. “Before, I felt like I was trying to swim, but 
I was drowning. I feel like a parent now.”  

 

In other words 
We’re so accustomed to 
hearing the Bible’s “love 
chapter,” 1 Corinthians 13, at 
weddings and other occasions 
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that we may not really hear its meaning 
anymore. It can help to listen to something 
familiar said in different words. What new 
understandings of love does this paraphrase 
from The Message Bible reveal to you? 
 
“Love never gives up. Love cares more for others 
than for self. Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t 
have. Love doesn’t strut, doesn’t have a swelled 
head, doesn’t force itself on others, isn’t always 
‘me first,’ doesn’t fly off the handle, doesn’t 
keep score of the sins of others, doesn’t revel 
when others grovel, takes pleasure in the 
flowering of truth, puts up with anything, trusts 
God always, always looks for the best, never 
looks back, but keeps going to the end. Love 
never dies” (1 Corinthians 13:4-8a, MSG). 
 

A prayer for Ash 
Wednesday 

 
Lord of the winds, 

I cry to thee, 
I that am dust, 

and blown about 
by every gust 
I fly to thee. 

 
Lord of the waters, 

unto thee I call. 
I that am weed 

upon the waters borne, 
and by the waters torn, 
tossed by the waters, 

at thy feet I fall. 
—Mary Coleridge (1861-1907) 

 

Our Lenten focus 
Lent, the church-year season 
that begins on Ash Wednesday, 
is a time of penitence and 
spiritual renewal. Some people 
give up a luxury or vice during Lent as a form of 
self-denial; others undertake a project that 
benefits others. 
 
The point isn’t to denigrate ourselves or to see 
how much we can do without. Instead, Lent helps 
us reflect on Jesus’ death. As Timothy Keller 
writes in The Reason for God: “The Christian 
Gospel is that I am so flawed that Jesus had to 
die for me, yet I am so loved and valued that 
Jesus was glad to die for me. This leads to deep 
humility and deep confidence at the same time. 
It undermines both swaggering and sniveling. I 
cannot feel superior to anyone, and yet I have 
nothing to prove to anyone. I do not think more 
of myself nor less of myself. Instead, I think of 
myself less.” 
 

Awaiting the call 
The question we must ask our heart is, “Am I 
comfortable under the eye of God? Or is God 
getting too close?” We are strange and lovely 
creatures. We can ache for God tremendously yet 
find ourselves getting nervous if God gets too 
close. After all, the closer God gets, the more we 
hear the call to be divinized. It is both exciting 
and frightening to hear that call. 
—MacRina Wiederkehr 
 

The very best valentine 
Almost everyone — at least of the female 
persuasion — knows the romantic meaning of the 
phrase “hearts and flowers.” Valentine’s Day is 
coming! What will I get from my boyfriend … my 
husband … my best friend? I’m hoping for some 
sort of bouquet, a card full of loving words and 
red hearts, candy or at least a sweet balloon. 
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Human beings may disappoint. That special 
someone may forget to check the calendar for 
February 14. But even if he doesn’t come through 
exactly as I hope, I can still be amazed and happy 
with the valentine I am sure to receive every day 
from my heavenly Father and his Son: words of 
delight and joy and caring — always surrounding 
me with love and more love. These are the best 
“hearts and flowers” I could ever have, and 
which I do have, on Valentine’s Day and 
throughout eternity. 
—Sandy Hyland 
 

Heavenly appearance 
Our omnipresent God shows up in some 
unexpected places. People have “miraculously” 
seen Jesus’ face on everything from junk food to 
a rusty water tank. We don’t know what Jesus 
looked like, of course, but Scripture indicates his 
appearance was rather ordinary: “He had no 
beauty or majesty to attract us to him” (Isaiah 
53:2, NIV). 
 
On one occasion, however, Jesus’ face was 
majestically transformed. At his Transfiguration, 
observed by many churches on the Sunday before 
Lent, Jesus’ “face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became white as light” (Matthew 17:2, 
ESV). Some disciples witnessed Jesus’ glory — 
which will be ours, thanks to his death and 
resurrection. As 1 John 3:2 (NIV) promises: 
“When Christ appears, we shall be like him, for 
we shall see him as he is.” 
 

Better together 
Racial reconciliation is a hot topic among 
Christians these days. In Sikeston, Missouri, which 
has a history of segregation, two church bodies 
recently decided to live out the gospel’s message 
of unity by merging. 
 
Kenny King, pastor of the mostly black Smith 
Chapel, and William Marshall, pastor of the 
mostly white Trinity Baptist, had become friends. 

They realized both churches, while healthy, were 
undergoing transitions, so they joined forces. The 
new congregation’s name, Grace Bible 
Fellowship, represents God’s grace and the grace 
we extend to others — no matter their skin color. 
 
“We want to … give people the benefit of the 
doubt instead of letting these issues divide us,” 
King says. “The gospel of Jesus Christ has the 
power to keep us together and not keep us 
separated.” 
 

Looking for love 
Though not a fan of making New Year’s 
resolutions, Jen Kramer decided to add meaning 
to 2018 by declaring it #theyearoflove. Each day 
she wrote a “love note” to a different person, 
expressing gratitude and offering 
encouragement. Recipients ranged from waiters 
and custodians to relatives and a terminally ill 
friend. 
 
The experiment may have stemmed from the 
sudden, unexpected death of Kramer’s father 
while she was away at college. “Why don’t we 
say those things to people while they’re here?” 
she tells the Chicago Tribune. “It’s easy to be 
kind, and it’s easy to tell people how you feel.” 
 
Kramer’s campaign didn’t cost a cent, yet it 
changed her life and touched hundreds of people 
in the process. Wherever she went, she 
discovered that “love showed up.” It’s simple, 
Kramer says: “You just have to look.” 
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Bible Quiz 
The precise number varies 

depending on the Bible version, but roughly how 
many times does the word “love” occur in the 
Old and New Testaments combined? 
 
A. 200-300 
B. 400-500 
C. 600-700 
D. 800-900 
 
Answer: C 
 

Burden bearers 
Bear one another’s burdens, the Bible says. It is a 
lesson about pain that we all can agree on. Some 
of us will not see pain as a gift; some will always 
accuse God of being unfair for allowing it. 
 
But, the fact is, pain and suffering are here 
among us, and we need to respond in some way. 
The response Jesus showed was to bear the 
burdens of those he touched. To live in the world 
as [Jesus’] body, his emotional incarnation, we 
must follow his example. 
 
The image of the body accurately portrays how 
God is working in the world. … We announce his 
message, work for justice, pray for mercy … and 
suffer with the sufferers. 
—Philip Yancey, Where Is God When It Hurts? 
 

In the image of love 
While using play therapy with young cancer 
patients, social worker Amy Jandrisevits found 
that kids identify best with dolls that resemble 
them — yet doll diversity was rare. 
 
As described in Gather magazine, she launched a 
line called “A Doll Like Me” that customizes dolls 
not only to “a child’s ethnicity, gender, hair 
color and interests, but also their physical 
characteristics such as clefts, birthmarks, scars 

and limb differences.” She adds, “It is more than 
just a doll to a child; it is a representation of the 
child who owns it.” So far, Jandrisevits has made 
300+ dolls for kids worldwide — a project she 
considers to be a ministry. 
 
Dolls representing vast human differences are a 
profound reminder that God infused the world 
with variety and pronounced it good. Just as 
each custom-made doll is made in the image of 
the child who will adopt and love it, we’re made 
in the image of God, who claims us as his beloved 
children forever. 
 

+Christian Symbol+ 
Shepherd's Crook 

 
The shepherd’s crook is a symbol for Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd. “I am the good shepherd. The 
good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep” 
(John 10:11). The crook also symbolizes the 
shepherds who visited the baby Jesus in 
Bethlehem. It’s also used in connection with King 
David, who worked as a shepherd when he was 
young. 
 

Have a favorite recipe?   
Please email a copy or provide 
Joan with a hard copy and she 
will print in the newsletters! 

Love to have your recipes!  We 
know there are a lot of good 

cooks out there! 



 

Recipe Corner 
 

Veggie Bars 
2 (8-oz.) packages refrigerated crescent rolls
2 (8-oz.) packages cream cheese 
1 cup mayonnaise 
1/2 cup chopped or grated broccoli 
1/2 cup chopped or grated cauliflower
1/2 cup chopped or grated carrots 
 
Preheat the oven to 350°F.  Unroll the 
rolls onto a nonstick baking sheet, separating the 
dough and arranging it in a single layer covering 
the entire baking sheet. Press together the 
perforations, and then using a fork, prick the 
dough all over. Bake dough for 10 minutes until 
golden brown.  Remove from oven and allow to 
cool completely. 
 
In a medium bowl, combine cream cheese, 
mayonnaise.  With mixer, blend together
ingredients until smooth and creamy.  S
cream cheese mixture onto baked crescent rolls, 
covering the entire surface in an even layer.
Sprinkle the chopped or grated broccoli,
cauliflower, carrots on top of the cream cheese 
then place a piece of parchment paper or wax 
paper on top and lightly press down the veggies. 
Cover the baking sheet securely with pla
and refrigerate the bars for a minimum of one 
hour and up to overnight.  When ready to serve, 
slice the sheet into bars and serve. 
 
Optional toppings:  chopped tomatoes, scallions, 
black olives.  Can also mix 1 package (1 oz) of 
powered Original Ranch dressing mix into the 
cream mixture. 
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Puzzle! 
First, write the opposite of each listed word. 
Then transfer letters to the correct numbered 
blanks to discover Jesus’ messages about love. 
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24th Annual All You Can Eat 

Pancake Breakfast 
Sunday, February 16 

6 am-1 pm 
 

All Ages - $5 
Active Duty Military – Free 

Carry Outs Available 
 

Pancakes, Sausage, Eggs, Coffee, Milk,  
Orange Juice 

 
Wilton Fire Department 
318 E 5th St., Wilton, IA 

 

There is a flyer on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board on the 
Old Creamery Theater in Amana, IA.  The Old Creamery 
Theater is a nonprofit professional theatre located in historic 
Amana.  In 2020, the company will be celebrating 49 years of 
bringing live, professional theater to the people of Iowa and 
the Midwest.  Listed in the flyer are 2020 Season productions, 
one is the return to the basement for the Iowa premier of this 
installment of the wildly popular Church Basement Ladies 
Series in “You Smell Barn!”  Group rates available.  Website is 
http://www.oldcreamery.com.   Call 319-622-6262 or email 
groupsales@oldcreamery.com for tickets. 



 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
 

2 
8:30 am – Choir Practice 
9:30 am` – Sunday School 
10:30 am – Worship 
 

3 

 
6:30 pm @ Gloria Dei 

4 
 

5 
 

6 7 8 

9 
8:30 am – Choir Practice 
9:30 am` – Sunday School 
10:30 am – Worship 
 

10 

 
6:30 pm @ Gloria Dei 

11 
9 am – Sewing group meets 
    at church.  Bring sack  
    lunch.  Everyone  
    welcome. 
 

12 
9 am – Care &  Concern - Meet @  
     McDonald’s 
5 pm – Coupon Group will meet  
     at 5:00 pm at church to go to 
    Boozies, 114-1/2 W 3rd St, 
    Davenport 

13 14 

 

15 

16 
8:30 am – Choir Practice 
9:30 am – Sunday School 
10:30 am – Worship 
 

17 

 
6:30 pm @ Gloria Dei 
 

 

18 19 20 21 22 

23 
8:30 am – Choir Practice 
9:30 am – Sunday School 
10:30 am – Worship 

 

24 

 
6:30 pm @ Gloria Dei 

25 26 
7 pm - Ash Wednesday Services 
    @ Gloria Dei - Durant 
 

 

27 28 29 

 



 

 

Date Readers Flowers Ushers Altar Guild Communication 
Assistant Treats 

Feb 2 Shirley Petersen  
Gloria Batteau 
Nancy Henke 

Ann Mayes Paul & Ann Mayes 

Ann Mayes, Lynn Bendt 
Feb 9 Paul Mayes  Vicki Hampton, Shirley Petersen 
Feb 16 Ann Mayes Joan Dietrich Shirley Allchin, Bev Hull 
Feb 23 Joan Dietrich Gloria Batteau Becki Petersen, Gloria Batteau 

 
NOTE:   Please email any information for the newsletter to Joan Dietrich at neweralutheran@gmail.com or call 563-299-4710 or  

leave it in the basket outside office.        
Church office hours:  Wed., - 10-2 pm, Fri., 10-Noon – 563-263-5356 

 
 

Council President – Josiah Andersen 
Council Vice President – Ann Mayes 
Council Secretary – Shirley Petersen 

Council Property – Dick Leach 
Treasurer – Eric Leacox 

Choir Director – LaVonne Schrum 
Organist – Mary Maxson 

Sunday School Supt. – Lynne Leacox 
Asst. Sunday School Supt. – Ann Mayes 


