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Sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 
No one is ever a Christian alone. To 
be Christian is to be in community. 
To be in community is to be a part of 

the interdependence that gives life. “It is not good for the 
man to be alone,” said God in the beginning. In spite of 
what our culture would tell us, we are not designed to be 
vastly independent, on our own. Nor are we designed to be 
dependent, fully devoid of personal responsibility. We are, 
by our nature, interdependent creatures. We need one 
another. 
 
That is, in part, what makes this time of physical 
separation difficult. We have a natural impulse to be 
together, to confess our faith together, to praise God 

together. We are a 
community. Our faith is not 
just about the singular 
relationship between us as 
individuals and God. Faith 
always has been and always 
will be messier than that. 
I love this Dan Erlander 
cartoon for this reason. Jesus 
brings his friends, not always 
the most desirable folks, with 
him into his relationship with 
us. Our love for Jesus must 

spill out into love for the ones he loves or it is not love at 
all.  
 



~ 2 ~ 

The councils at Gloria Dei and New Era are 
wrestling with the question of when we will 
return to physically present worship. What 
makes this decision difficult, in part, is the 
competing impulses of love. It is love that 
drives us to be physically together. We desire 
the encouragement and connection we gain 
from being in the same place at the same  
time. It is love, our concern both for those 
fellow members of the congregation and our 
larger community, that compels us to stay apart, 
to reduce the risk of spreading Covid-19. Both 
impulses are good and right and holy.  
 
Whenever we do begin physically present 
worship, it will not be the same worship service 
of three months ago. Singing will be minimal, if 
at all. It pains me to say that. Singing praise to 
God and worship are synonymous in my mind. 
But singing is one of the most risk filled 
behaviors with this virus, worse than passing 
the peace. Airborne moisture from singing can 
fill a space quickly. If that moisture has the 
virus connected, many in that space may get the 
virus, masks or no, six feet apart or more. Love 
compels me to give up one of my favorite 
activities, singing, for the good of the whole. 
 
There are of course other changes that will be 
put into place. Things like not passing the 
offering plate or the peace, physical distancing, 
no communion. At least at first. Worship will 
continue to adapt as the situation changes. Out 
of love. Out of concern for our neighbor.  
 
We will continue to offer worship services on 
the Gloria Dei Facebook page and New Era’s 
website even when we begin physically present 
worship. Love for neighbor compels us to 
provide for those who cannot or should not be 
physically present with others.  
 

Please pray for your councils. Pray for our 
churches. Pray for our whole community. Pray.  
 
Your partner in ministry, 
Pastor John 

 
Last month, anniversaries were 
inadvertently listed incorrectly.  
Anniversaries for May should have 

been as follows.   
 

May 12 – Nikki & Matt Kurz 
19 – Aaron & Rachel Turner 
23 – Tim & Mary McCleary 
24 – Luke & Cassidy Probasco 
30 – Eric & Lynne Leacox 
 

 
 

Birthdays 
1 – Travis Wulf 
3 – Joyce Rudbeck 
5 – Adam Turner 
6 – Erika Wulf 
7 – Ada Kurz 
10 – Chris Cole 
15 – Shirley Petersen 
20 – Lindsey Squires 
26 – Josiah Anderson 
26 – Maureen Ruser 
28 -  Tonya Plowman 

Anniversaries 
12 – Jerry & Janice Lichtenwald 
15 – Jack & Bev Hull 
24 – Jerry & Lorraine Geoghegan 
26 – Leroy & Carol Stalkfleet 
27 – Dick & Carolyn Leach 

 
May God bless you, today and every day, In 
everything you do and in every little way 

May you also know His love is all around . 
As you come and go, May His blessings 

abound. May you feel God smiling on you on 
this day – and may you feel him with you 

every other day of the year as well! 
Have a blessed Birthday and Anniversary! 
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Emogene Sorgenfrey –  
    c/o Leland Smith Assisted Living  
    309 Ovesen Dr., Room 104, Wilton IA 52778 
    563-726-5407 (keep trying if no answer}  

Bruce Coop, Catherine Dittmer, Tom Kindler, 
Steve Batteau, Mike Hermann, Jim Bendt,  
Klinton – Pastor Grebner’s brother-in-law,  
Janet Hull, Bob Gladwell, Chad Morgan, 
Mark Neal (Phyllis Beck’s son-in-law),  
Butch Batteau, Jared & Kelly Stalkfleet,  
Leroy Stalkfleet, Emogene Sorgenfrey,  
Kellijayne Rudbeck, Chris McCleary,  
Ayla McCleary, and The Sturgeon Family, and 
all others who are in need of prayer support.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special dates 
• Trinity Sunday, June 7, 2020 
• Flag Day, June 14, 2020 
• First day of summer, June 20, 2020 
• Father’s Day, June 21, 2020 
 
 

 

Yard cleanup date is 
June 6 at 9 am as we 
can stay six feet apart. 
 

 
 

New Era Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes  

May 19, 2020 
 

New Era Church Council met on May 19, 
2020, at 6 pm with Pastor John Grebner, 
Josiah, Ann, Eric, Dick, Gloria, Janice, and 
Shirley present with masks on and social 
distancing.  Shirley gave devotions and 
Janice will have them next time. 
 
Minutes from the March 18 meeting were 
read and approved.  The treasurer’s report 
wasn’t quite ready so will send it out online 
when done.  Church giving is only around a 
fourth of the normal now.  Gloria reported 
that the Care & Concern Committee is 
sending out extra cards since they can’t 
visit our members.   
 
Dick’s property report was that there is 
mulch to be put down when we have yard 
cleanup day. He also reported our 
parsonage family put mulch down and is 
keeping the outside looking nice.   
 
Ann moved and Josiah seconded with all in 
favor to approve the benefits package for 
our new pastor candidate Kirsten Lee.  
With the Covid problem, no date has been 
set for the congregation to meet her and 
approve.  Yard cleanup date is June 6 at 9 
am as we can stay six feet apart. 
 

Daily Prayer and Meditation 
 

Daily prayer and meditation continues to be 
available on our church website 
www.neweralutheran.com during this 
Coronavirus period.  Go to the New Era 
website (www.neweralutheran.com) , and click 
on Daily Prayer and Meditation.  Sunday 
Services will also be available on this site.  If 
you belong to Facebook, you can view by 
visiting New Era Lutheran Church or Gloria 
Dei Lutheran Durant.  If questions, please 
contact Joan at 563-299-4710 or Pastor John 
Grebner at 563-210-7197. 
 



~ 4 ~ 

Annual church meeting is on hold as well as 
services.  Thoughts were shared on possibly 
starting services outside with bringing your 
own lawn chair and wearing a mask.   
 
Shirley moved and Eric seconded to adjourn 
before saying the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Our next meeting will be July 14 at 6 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Shirley Petersen, Secretary 

 
Synod Assembly 

The 2020 Southeastern Iowa Synod 
Assembly is currently scheduled for Aug 7, 
2020, at Lutheran Church of Hope in West 
Des Moines.  
 
The Office of Bishop will continue to 
monitor public health recommendations, 
relying on the wisdom of epidemiologists, 
public health officials, and the medical 
community to determine whether this 
event will require further postponement. 
 
The 2020 Synod Assembly will include 
election of a new synod bishop as Bishop 
Michael Burk ends his term and has 
announced he will not be available for re-
election. Other business on the agenda is 
the election of synod vice president and 
council members. For more information on 
the bishop election process, the Synod 
Ministry Profile, and updates see the 
election web page, 
seiasynod.org/bishopelection 
 
Safety for Assembly Voting Members and 
Visitors 

Safety is of the utmost importance during 
Synod Assembly regardless of when it is 
held. Social distancing will be a priority 
when at the assembly site. This means 
there will be necessary limitations on who 
can or should attend. Persons with any 
symptoms associated with COVID-19 will 
not be allowed to attend. 
 
Persons in at-risk categories should 
seriously consider what risks they are 
willing to bear. This may require 
congregations to identify alternate voting 
members rather than those originally 
elected/appointed. 
 
There will be no exhibits and visitors are 
discouraged from attending in person since 
their access will be restricted. Because the 
election of a bishop by ecclesiastical ballot 
requires an in-person gathering, some 
people who desire to be part of the process 
will need to entrust this important work to 
those who are able to attend. 
 
Advance preparation by participants is 
essential to getting the necessary work 
done in the allotted time. Registered voting 
members will be informed as additional 
information becomes available. 
 
Registration Information 
Advanced registration is required in order 
to participate in an anticipated electronic 
meeting (via Zoom) to convene the 
assembly prior to Aug 7. The date of this 
electronic meeting is yet to be determined. 
 
All assembly participants (voting members 
and visitors) will pay a $40 registration fee. 



This fee must be paid by credit card.
voting members will need access to email 
communications.  If you had regis
the previously scheduled May asse
hat registration has been cancelle
will need to complete a new regi
for the August 7 assembly.  Online
registration ends July 24 at 12:00 pm

 

New Era Lutheran Church 
Directory - Not able to schedule 
picture taking right now, but if 
you have a picture you would 

like to have printed in the church directory 
with members of your family that are listed in 
the directory, send them to New Era Lutheran 
Church, 3455 New Era Road, Muscatine IA 
52761.  The pictures will be scanned into the 
computer and inserted into the directory
Photos will not be destroyed but will be given 
back to you.  So far we have three pictures!
 

 
New Era’s On-Line Giving

I just finished setting up mobile giving
phone) configuration for our church. 
who would like to give online can do it with a 
smart phone app.  You can do it as a one
entry or set it up to be automated weekly or 
monthly.   

Currently it's still not setup for online 
giving from your laptop or desktop computer.
We have not yet had a chance to add an 
online giving "link" to the church website or 
Facebook page, but we'll hopefully get to that 
soon. 

Listed is a link to a PDF document (and a 
video) explaining how to use the mobile app.
tried it and it's pretty simple, but there may be 
questions. It didn’t go thru my bank on the 
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Church 
Not able to schedule 

taking right now, but if 
you have a picture you would 

like to have printed in the church directory 
with members of your family that are listed in 
the directory, send them to New Era Lutheran 
Church, 3455 New Era Road, Muscatine IA 

be scanned into the 
and inserted into the directory.  

Photos will not be destroyed but will be given 
So far we have three pictures! 

Line Giving 
giving (smart-

phone) configuration for our church.  Anyone 
who would like to give online can do it with a 

You can do it as a one-time 
automated weekly or 

 
from your laptop or desktop computer.  

We have not yet had a chance to add an 
link" to the church website or 

acebook page, but we'll hopefully get to that 

link to a PDF document (and a 
video) explaining how to use the mobile app.  I 
tried it and it's pretty simple, but there may be 
questions. It didn’t go thru my bank on the 

exact day I expected but that’s ok. 
Treasurer I will receive reports
when deposits come thru to the church 
account.  As a giver, you will also receive 
reports on your giving transactions via email.

To do this with a phone app...Enter "giving+" in 
the App Store and download the free app to 
your smart phone.   

The instructions below are pretty good at 
explaining the steps for setting up either a one
time gift or recurring giving:

https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/im
es/GivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf

Or here is a video on YouTube that might be 
better: 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be
&v=PAjqUxK8YRk 

Note the video says you can use c
cards but for now we want to limit this to your 
checking accounts without using a card. So 
you’ll enter in the routing and account numbers 
from your checks. 

If someone wants to use online
computer, without using a smart
be a while yet before that is finished.
week or two? 

If someone wants me to setup their account 
and automatic giving for them so you don't 
have to get setup on your own, you can give 
me a call so we can talk it over beforehand.
would require giving me the information which 
shows on your check (Name, address, routing 
number and account number) but I don't 
believe there is anything else "personal" 
required for the setup. There is a form to fill out 
for that, which I can send you.

I’d appreciate you sending me a quick note via 
email or text (or call) when you complete the 

exact day I expected but that’s ok.  As 
Treasurer I will receive reports each day/week 
when deposits come thru to the church 

As a giver, you will also receive 
transactions via email.  

To do this with a phone app...Enter "giving+" in 
the App Store and download the free app to 

The instructions below are pretty good at 
explaining the steps for setting up either a one-

giving: 

https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/imag
es/GivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf.  

Or here is a video on YouTube that might be 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be

Note the video says you can use credit/debit 
cards but for now we want to limit this to your 
checking accounts without using a card. So 
you’ll enter in the routing and account numbers 

If someone wants to use online giving on their 
computer, without using a smart-phone, it will 
be a while yet before that is finished.  Maybe a 

If someone wants me to setup their account 
for them so you don't 

have to get setup on your own, you can give 
me a call so we can talk it over beforehand.  It 

me the information which 
shows on your check (Name, address, routing 
number and account number) but I don't 
believe there is anything else "personal" 
required for the setup. There is a form to fill out 
for that, which I can send you.  

eciate you sending me a quick note via 
email or text (or call) when you complete the 
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“Years may wrinkle the skin, but to 
give up enthusiasm wrinkles the 

soul.” —Samuel Ullman 
* * * 

“Always laugh when you can. It is 
cheap medicine.” —Lord Byron 

* * * 
“Solutions are not found by pointing 

fingers; they are reached by 
extending hands.” —Aysha Taryam 

* * * 
“No man stands taller than when he 

stoops to help a child.” 
—Abraham Lincoln 

setup just so I have a heads-up.  But not 
required - I believe I’ll be able to check the 
setup online also.  

Thanks and I hope everyone is staying healthy! 

Eric – 563-299-7271 

Too great to grasp 

For more than three decades, 
St. Augustine of Hippo toiled 

over the mind-boggling 
doctrine of the Trinity. 
According to legend, one day 
the church father was 

strolling along a shore, 
wrestling with this puzzle. He saw a 
boy running back and forth, using a 
seashell to pour water from the ocean 
into a hole he’d dug in the sand. When 
Augustine asked what he was doing, the 
boy proclaimed, “I’m going to pour the 
entire ocean into this hole!” 
 
“That’s impossible,” replied Augustine. 
“The sea is so great, and the shell and 
the hole are so little.” 
 
“That’s true,” the boy said. “But it 
would be easier to draw all the water 
out of the sea and fit it into this hole 
than for you to fit the mystery of the 
Trinity and his divinity into your little 
intellect.” 
 
Indeed, only through faith can we 
accept the infinite nature of our Three-
in-One God; for our finite human 
minds, it’s simply too great to grasp. 

Welcoming the Holy 
Abraham and Sarah welcomed three 
strangers who turned out to be the 
Lord. Jesus said, “If anyone gives even 
a cup of cold water to one of these 
little ones who is my disciple,” the 
giver will be rewarded (Matthew 10:42, 
NIV). An ancient Jewish proverb 
asserts: “Hospitality is one form of 
worship.” A Russian Orthodox monk is 
said to have told a younger one, 
“Sometimes I see a stranger coming up 
the road and I say, ‘Oh, Jesus Christ, is 
it you again?’” And an old Gaelic poem 
declares, “Often, often, often, goes 
the Christ in the stranger’s guise.” 
 
Sometimes we think we must do 
something big to serve God. Today, 
when you smile at someone on the 
street, take time to entertain a child’s 
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question, bring cookies to a new 
neighbor, thank a server or clerk … 
know that you are serving Jesus, that 
you are worshiping God. 
—Heidi Mann 

 

Love — the best 
prayer 
 

He prayeth best who loveth best 
All things, both great and small; 
For the dear God who loveth us, 
He made and loveth all. 
—Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

 
Highly esteemed 
After returning from a lengthy mission 
trip overseas, John Huffman and his 
fellow passengers were held up in 
customs for two hours. When he finally 
made it to the packed airport lobby, 
Huffman realized it might take a while 
to find his family. But suddenly his 3-
year-old daughter ran toward him 
yelling, “Daddy! Daddy! That’s my 
daddy!” and launched into his arms. 
 
“What a welcome,” he writes. “I have 
never felt so loved and acknowledged 
in my life.” Perhaps that’s how God 
feels when we call on his name in 
worship and prayer, acknowledging him 
as our heavenly Father — and honoring 
him above all else. 
 

An invitation to rest 

Summer calls to mind a slower pace, 
time off from school and work. But 
many still face daily demands this time 
of year: farmers work long hours; 
teachers may take seasonal work to 
make ends meet; parents with kids now 
home all day may catch up on work late 
at night. Still, may the longer days and 
warmer weather beckon you into a bit 
of free time this season. Listen: 
 
“When you take time to replenish your 
spirit, it allows you to serve others 
from the overflow. You cannot serve 
from an empty vessel.” —Eleanor Brown 
(public speaker and educator) 
 
“Sometimes it's important to work for 
that pot of gold. But other times it's 
essential … to make sure that your 
most important decision in the day [is] 
which color to slide down on the 
rainbow.” —Douglas Pagels (author) 
 
“Rest time is not waste time; it is 
economy to gather fresh strength. … In 
the long run, we shall do more by 
sometimes doing less.” —Charles 
Spurgeon 
 
“Come to me, all you that are weary … 
and I will give you rest. … For my yoke 
is easy, and my burden is light.” —Jesus 
(Matthew 11:28-30) 
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A surprising solution 
The only solution for being broken is … 
brokenness. By brokenness, I mean the 
acknowledgment of it, the full and 
unflinching acceptance that we are 
bankrupt, poor in spirit and have 
nothing to offer. In our culture, that’s 
a hard sell. … Brokenness is not 
trending on Twitter. It’s not written on 
anyone’s résumé, and it’s no business 
strategy at all. It is, however, the one 
hope Jesus holds out for us, the inside-
out, upside-down way that is somehow 
the only path that ultimately is right 
side up. Embrace the paradox: 
brokenness is the way to wholeness. 
―Kyle Idleman, The End of Me 
 

The act of asking 

In Everyday Spirituality, James 
Hazelwood explores 27 ordinary 
activities that are, he asserts, more 
spiritual than we tend to think. One is 
asking questions. “We see God in all 
the questions we ask, whether or not 
they are religious. The simple act of 
asking questions indicates that we are 
meaning-seeking creatures.” 
 
The pastor continues: “We inquire of 
the meaning of life, the purpose of 
work and relationships. We even ask it 
of our very own existence. The answers 
often come not in clear proclamations 
of certainty but in stories, tales and 
the myths of life. … Inquiry, wonder, 
and discovery are things that the 

human mind loves.” Then he offers this 
thought-provoking statement: “When 
we ask questions, we are engaging in 
prayer.” 
 
Do you agree? What other daily 
activities might be more intertwined 
with your faith than you thought? While 
you ponder even these questions, do 
you sense the Holy Spirit moving you? 
 

Seeing stars 
The stars shine over the mountains, 
the stars shine over the sea, 
The stars look up to the mighty God, 
the stars look down on me; 
The stars shall last for a million years, 
a million years and a day, 
But God and I will live and love, 
when the stars have passed away. 
—Robert Louis Stevenson 
 

Getting a glimpse 
Marital love is a blessing but not 
necessarily “easy,” even when both 
spouses are Christians. When issues 
inevitably arise, couples who cling to 
one another and to God can benefit 
from that “threefold cord” 
(Ecclesiastes 4:12). During joyful times, 
changes, challenges and other 
adventures, married followers of Jesus 
can support one another while knowing 
that Jesus supports them both. 
 
In The Meaning of Marriage, Timothy 
Keller describes falling in love as 
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looking at another person, glimpsing 
what God is creating in their life, and 
then proclaiming: “I see who God is 
making you, and it excites me! I want 
to be part of that. I want to partner 
with you and God in the journey you 
are taking to his throne. And when we 
get there, I will look at your 
magnificence and say, ‘I always knew 
you could be like this. I got glimpses of 
it on earth, but now look at you!’” 
 

Bible Quiz 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “For 
everything there is a 
season, and a time for every matter 
under heaven.” Which of the following 
are mentioned in the list that follows? 
 
A. a time to teach, and a time to learn 
B. a time to mourn, and a time to 
dance 
C. a time to fast, and a time to eat 
D. a time to work, and a time to rest 
 
Answer: B (See Ecclesiastes 3:1-8.) 
 

A kindled fire 
“I can worship outside among nature 
just as well as I can inside a church 
building.” That claim is especially 
common during the summer, when 
church attendance tends to decline. 
 
Certainly it’s possible to worship and 
talk to God among his creation. In fact, 
George Washington Carver called 

nature “an unlimited broadcasting 
station, through which God speaks to us 
every hour, if we will only tune in.” 
And Martin Luther said, “God writes the 
Gospel not in the Bible alone, but also 
on trees, and in the flowers and clouds 
and stars.” 
 
Yet corporate, or church, worship is 
still vital. Luther also noted: “At home, 
in my own house, there is no warmth or 
vigor in me, but in the church when the 
multitude is gathered together, a fire is 
kindled in my heart and it breaks its 
way through.” When we’re away from 
God’s house, we miss blessings and 
opportunities including communion, 
fellowship and support. So this 
summer, spend time in nature but 
don’t neglect “to meet together” (see 
Hebrews 10:25)! 
 

Our Father 
You sum up the whole of New 
Testament religion if you describe it as 
the knowledge of God as one’s holy 
Father. If you want to judge how well a 
person understands Christianity, find 
out how much he makes of the thought 
of being God’s child, and having God as 
his Father. If this is not the thought 
that prompts and controls his worship 
and prayers and his whole outlook on 
life, it means that he does not 
understand Christianity very well at all. 
―J.I. Packer, Knowing God 
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+Christian Symbol+ 
Olive 
 The olive branch is a 

symbol of peace, 
harmony and healing. 

Olive trees provide shelter, as well as 
oil used for ointment and consecration. 
The olive branch also represents 
deliverance from hardships and anxiety 
because a dove brought an olive leaf 
back to Noah’s ark after the flood 
ended (Genesis 8:11).  
 
 
 

Puzzle! 
Use the code to find out what these 
biblical people may have taken on a 
picnic. 
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