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Sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 
Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! 
There is a Facebook meme out there 
that says this has been “the Lentiest 

Lent I’ve ever Lented before.” This certainly captures the 
state of things this year. We never imagined that we would 
be fasting from gathering together this year. And 
unfortunately, this fast will go on well past Easter. How 
much longer? When will we be able to gather again? The 
unfortunate answer is longer than we expect or desire.  
And I hate it. I want to worship with you. I want your call 
process to continue. I want all of us to be able to get on 
with our lives. But staying apart is the responsible thing to 
do. It is the caring thing to do.  Frankly, I’m less worried 
about getting the virus than I am about giving the virus. I 
have far too many vulnerable people in my life to not be 
concerned about this. And so my family, including my 
mom, celebrated Easter with Zoom. Separated into our 
own homes we came together electronically for a time.  
And while it wasn’t the same as being in the same space, it 
was great. It was wonderful to see and talk to one another. 
How are you doing? This is a most challenging time for all 
of us, each in different ways. Our emotions can be off the 
charts. Afraid, frustrated, angry, sad, bored, and on and on. 
One of the difficulties of this time is simply having 
perspective. We can be overwhelmed not only by the 
emotion welling up from inside us but by the information 
surrounding us. I hope that you have found ways to give 
yourself perspective. It is good to take a moment and step 
out of the crisis. Our daily prayer found on Facebook
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(Gloria Dei) and Youtube (New Era) is one way 
to do this. Using meditation or mindfulness can 
also help. (Give me a call or email me if you 
would like some resources.) Or the simple act of 
calling a friend can be useful. It is important in 
this time that we take care of ourselves. And a 
part of that care is reminding ourselves 
frequently that we are never alone. We are 
always in God’s care. I encourage you during 
this time of physical distancing to be intentional 
about connecting to others, for your sake and 
theirs. If you find yourself going bonkers 
because you have been staying inside the same 
four walls, give someone a call. Make a list of 
those you haven’t seen for awhile and call them. 
Reconnect. Or if you know of those who are 
alone or may need to connect with others, be 
that connection.  At the same time be kind to 
yourself. Recognize that it is OK to not be OK in 
this time. If you feel the need for any kind of 
help, ask for it. That’s not weakness. That is 
recognizing one’s limitations and having the 
strength to ask. We are all in this together.   
 
Until we are able to be together physically, I 
take heart in the fact that we are still the church. 
Our connection looks and feels different in this 
time when we cannot be in the pew together. 
Nonetheless, we belong one to another. Keep 
connected. Pray for one another. If you have 
needs, ask. We are the body of Christ together 
and apart. The Spirit continues to blow in and 
through our lives. 
 
Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! We are an 
Easter people, living in the hope of the 
resurrection. May new life come to you this day! 
 
Your partner in ministry, 
Pastor John 
  

 
 

Birthdays 
4 – Dallas Wulf 
7 – Bill Halling 
8 – Neil Wulf 
11 – Bob McMahon 
13 – Emery Anderson 
14 – Angela Wulf 
16 – Catherine Alexander 
19 – Cassidy Probasco 
22 – Lydia Anderson 
23 – Chuck Harland 
27 – William Anderson 

Anniversaries 
12 – Nikki & Matt Kurz 
15 – Jack & Bev Hull 
24 – Jerry & Lorraine Geoghegan 
26 – Leroy & Carol Stalkfleet 
27 – Dick & Carolyn Leach 

 

May God bless you, today and every day, In 
everything you do and in every little way 
May you also know His love is all around . 

As you come and go, May His blessings 
abound. May you feel God smiling on you on 

this day – and may you feel him with you 

every other day of the year as well! 
Have a blessed Birthday and Anniversary! 

 

 
Emogene Sorgenfrey –  
    c/o Leland Smith Assisted Living  
    309 Ovesen Dr., Room 104, Wilton IA 52778 
Klinton – Pastor Grebner’s brother-in-law 
Janet Hull, Bob Gladwell, Chad Morgan, 
Mark Neal (Phyllis Beck’s son-in-law),  
Butch Batteau, Jared & Kelly Stalkfleet,  
Leroy Stalkfleet, Emogene Sorgenfrey,  
Kellijayne Rudbeck, Chris McCleary,  
Ayla McCleary, and The Sturgeon Family, and all 
others who are in need of prayer support.   
 
Sincere condolences to the family of Marlin 
Allchin, who passed away Tuesday, March 31, 
2020. 



Special dates
• National Day of Prayer, May 7, 2020
• Mother’s Day, May 10, 2020 
• Armed Forces Day, May 16, 2020 
• Victoria Day (Canada), May 18, 2020
• Ascension Day, May 21, 2020 
• Memorial Day, May 25, 2020 
• Pentecost, May 31, 2020 

 

Call Committee update
 

The two church councils, New Era 
and Gloria Dei, along with the Call 
Committee have voted to offer a call 
to Kirsten Lee. 
 
Kirsten will graduate in May from 
seminary.  She is 38 yrs old

married to a pastor and has three children. Before 
entering seminary, she obtained a masters degree 
in social work and worked as a counselor for 6 
years. 
 
The next step is for the two church councils to 
complete a compensation package to offer Kirsten.
If she accepts the offer, we will do a meet and greet 
day at our church. The last step is for our church to 
have a congregational vote. 
 
Of course this timeline has been delayed due to 
COVID-19. 
 
Feel free to contact anyone from the call committee 
with questions. 
 
Dan Petersen 
Mary Maxson 
Lynne Leacox 
 
 
 

Sunday, May 10
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New Era Lutheran 
Directory
picture taking right now, but if 
you have a picture you would like 

to have printed in the church directory with 
members of your family that are listed in the 
directory, send them to New Era Lutheran 
Church, 3455 New Era Road, Muscatine IA 52761. 
The pictures will be scanned into the computer
and inserted into the directory
be destroyed but will be given back to you.  
far we have three pictures

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Era’s On-
I just finished setting up mobile
phone) configuration for our church. 
would like to give online can do it with a smart 
phone app.  You can do it as a one
set it up to be automated weekly or monthly. 

Currently it's still not setup for online
your laptop or desktop computer.
had a chance to add an online
church website or Facebook page, but we'll 
hopefully get to that soon. 

Below is a link to a PDF docu
explaining how to use the mobile app.
it's pretty simple, but there may be questions. It 
didn’t go thru my bank on the exact day I expected 

Daily Prayer and Meditation
 

Daily prayer and meditation is available on our 
church website www.neweralutheran.com
during this Coronavirus period.  Go to the 
New Era website (www.neweralutheran.com
and click on Daily Prayer and Meditation.  
Sunday Services will also be available at this 
site.  If you belong to Facebook, you can view 
by visiting New Era Lutheran Church or Gloria 
Dei Lutheran Durant.  If questions, please 
contact Joan at 563-299-
Grebner at 563-210-7197.
 

 
New Era Lutheran Church 
Directory - Not able to schedule 

picture taking right now, but if 
you have a picture you would like 

to have printed in the church directory with 
members of your family that are listed in the 
directory, send them to New Era Lutheran 
Church, 3455 New Era Road, Muscatine IA 52761.  
The pictures will be scanned into the computer 
and inserted into the directory.  Photos will not 
be destroyed but will be given back to you.  So 

s! 

-Line Giving 
I just finished setting up mobile giving (smart-
phone) configuration for our church.  Anyone who 

like to give online can do it with a smart 
as a one-time entry or 

automated weekly or monthly.   

Currently it's still not setup for online giving from 
your laptop or desktop computer.  We have not yet 
had a chance to add an online giving "link" to the 

acebook page, but we'll 

Below is a link to a PDF document (and a video) 
explaining how to use the mobile app.  I tried it and 
it's pretty simple, but there may be questions. It 
didn’t go thru my bank on the exact day I expected 

Daily Prayer and Meditation 

Daily prayer and meditation is available on our 
www.neweralutheran.com 

during this Coronavirus period.  Go to the 
www.neweralutheran.com) , 

and click on Daily Prayer and Meditation.  
l also be available at this 

site.  If you belong to Facebook, you can view 
by visiting New Era Lutheran Church or Gloria 
Dei Lutheran Durant.  If questions, please 

-4710 or Pastor John 
7197. 



but that’s ok.  As Treasurer I will receive reports 
each day/week when deposits come thru to the 
church account.  As a giver, you will also receive 
reports on your giving transactions via email.

To do this with a phone app...Enter "giving
App Store and download the free app to your smart 
phone.   

The instructions below are pretty good at explaining 
the steps for setting up either a one-time gift or 
recurring giving: 

https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/images/Gi
vePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf.  

Or here is a video on YouTube that might be better:

https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=
PAjqUxK8YRk 

Note the video says you can use credit/debit cards 
but for now we want to limit this to your checking 
accounts without using a card. So you’ll enter in the 
routing and account numbers from your checks.

If someone wants to use online giving on their 
computer, without using a smart-phone, it will be a 
while yet before that is finished.  Maybe a week or 
two? 

If someone wants me to setup their account and 
automatic giving for them so you don't have to get 
setup on your own, you can give me a call so we 
can talk it over beforehand.  It would 
require giving me the information which shows on 
your check (Name, address, routing number and 
account number) but I don't believe there is 
anything else "personal" required for the setup. 
There is a form to fill out for that, which I can send 
you.  

I’d appreciate you sending me a quick note via 
email or text (or call) when you complete the setup 
just so I have a heads-up.  But not required 
believe I’ll be able to check the setup online also.

Thanks and I hope everyone is staying healthy!

Eric – 563-299-7271 
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for them so you don't have to get 
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your check (Name, address, routing number and 
account number) but I don't believe there is 
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note via 
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But not required - I 
believe I’ll be able to check the setup online also.  

Thanks and I hope everyone is staying healthy! 

 

Due to the 
uncertainties 
presented by the 
Covid-19 pandemic, 
the New Era Dinner 
Theater production of Church 
Basement Ladies has been post
poned until June 2021.
 

 
May 2020, LSI Bulletin

Newsletter Article and Story
 

Happy Mother’s Day!  
Mother’s Day is a time to celebrate the strong, 
loving women in your life. At Lutheran Services in 
Iowa (LSI), we see thousands of Iowa moms 
through their journey to build the brightest future for 
their children.  

We see moms turning to LSI’s Behavioral He
Intervention Services to ensure their child is 
receiving the coping skills and behavioral supports 
they need to thrive. In our Early Childhood 
Services, we see first-time moms who are eager to 
join our parenting education classes and support 
groups. In 2019, LSI’s Early Childhood programs 
provided support to 1,282 parents of young 
children. We are so inspired to hear their stories 
and see their hard work pay off as they raise our 
next generation.  

As you celebrate Mother’s Day this year, remember 
how many Iowa moms are being empowered 
because of your support. If you are looking for a 
way to honor your mother this year, please 
consider making a gift in her name to LSI
information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI 
director of philanthropy and ch
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to 
the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry
the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 

19 pandemic, 

Theater production of Church 
Basement Ladies has been post-
poned until June 2021. 

, LSI Bulletin 
Newsletter Article and Story 

Mother’s Day is a time to celebrate the strong, 
loving women in your life. At Lutheran Services in 
Iowa (LSI), we see thousands of Iowa moms 
through their journey to build the brightest future for 

We see moms turning to LSI’s Behavioral Health 
Intervention Services to ensure their child is 
receiving the coping skills and behavioral supports 
they need to thrive. In our Early Childhood 

time moms who are eager to 
join our parenting education classes and support 

n 2019, LSI’s Early Childhood programs 
provided support to 1,282 parents of young 
children. We are so inspired to hear their stories 
and see their hard work pay off as they raise our 

As you celebrate Mother’s Day this year, remember 
any Iowa moms are being empowered 

because of your support. If you are looking for a 
way to honor your mother this year, please 

t in her name to LSI. For more 
information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI 

and church relations, at 
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065. 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to 
the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of 

congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 
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Lutheran Church in America) and a member of 
LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly 
serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, 
gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, 
and sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org 
and Facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 
 
Raising Healthy Families    
As a child, Morgan had endured trauma no one 
should experience. Addiction, divorce, and difficult 
family relationships all surrounded Morgan in her 
childhood home. When she found out she was 
pregnant for the first time with her daughter, 
Sophia, Morgan was determined to never repeat 
the past she grew up with.  

She decided to enroll in LSI’s Early Childhood 
Services.  

Every week, her LSI worker, Ashley, would bring 
age-appropriate toys and games for Sophia to play 
with. She provided Morgan with educational 
resources to help her track Sophia’s development 
and make sure her daughter was hitting all her 
important milestones. When Morgan welcomed her 
second child, Nolan, Ashley was with her every 
step of the way. It was Ashley who noticed that 
Nolan had developed a speech delay, and she 
helped Morgan connect with a speech therapist to 
correct it early.  

Sophia is now in preschool and loves telling her 
mom about her teachers, friends, and the new 
songs she learned at school. Nolan is an active 
two-year-old who is learning new words every day. 
Morgan is currently finishing her Registered 
Nursing degree, and she dreams of working in 
emergency care at a hospital after graduation. And 
all the while, Ashley has been there to cheer them 
on.  

“She’s been more than a worker, she’s been a 
friend when I’ve needed someone the most,” 
Morgan says. “Being a new mom is hard. Having 
that extra person there, who doesn’t judge you, 
who doesn’t see your flaws, who is just there to 
help you – you can’t put a price on that.”  

 

A prayer for 
Memorial Day 
We remember, O Lord, all those 
people throughout the years 

who have made the supreme sacrifice for our 
country, for liberty, for us. Whenever we 
breathe the air of freedom or claim the right to 
justice or enjoy the privilege of worship, fill us 
with gratitude for those who selflessly gave the 
last full measure of devotion — their very lives 
— for our benefit. 
 
May these brave men and women now know the 
joy of eternity and your presence. And may the 
families of the fallen receive comfort and peace 
amid their grief. Help us as we minister to their 
needs. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The wine of the Spirit 
“No one puts new wine into old wineskins,” said 
Jesus (Luke 5:37). Drawing on this statement, a 
preacher in sixth-century Africa proclaimed in a 
Pentecost homily: 
 
“It was with good reason, then, that some 
people, when they heard the apostles speaking 
in every tongue, said, ‘They are filled with the 
new wine.’ For they had become fresh 
wineskins, they had been renewed by the grace 
of holiness, so that when they were filled with 
the new wine, that is, with the Holy Spirit, they 
spoke with fervor in every tongue. … 
 
"Celebrate, then, this day as members of the 
one body of Christ. Your celebration will not be 
in vain if you are what you celebrate, if you 
hold fast to the church which the Lord filled 
with his Holy Spirit.” 
 
Fifteen centuries later, may that call still 
resonate with us. May we be so renewed by 
God’s grace as to be worthy vessels of the new 
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wine of the Holy Spirit — and to share it with 
the world. 
 

Trust the Artist 
We must offer ourselves to God 
like a clean, smooth canvas and 
not worry ourselves about what God 
may choose to paint on it, but at 
each moment, feel only the stroke of his brush. 
… It is the same with a piece of stone. Each 
blow from the sculptor’s chisel makes it feel … 
as if it were being destroyed. … All I know is 
that I must stay immobile in the hands of the 
sculptor. … I have no idea what he is doing … 
but I know his work is the best possible. 
—Jean Pierre de Caussade 
 

“God is not a workaholic” 
In Sabbath as Resistance, Walter Brueggemann 
likens our consumerism-driven society to 
ancient Egypt. Hebrew slaves made bricks for 
storehouses for the wealth of the upper class, at 
the top of which sat Pharaoh. Now, as then, the 
push is always to do more, earn more, make 
more; we worry there’s not enough time or 
money. “In this system there can be no Sabbath 
rest,” says the author. 
 
Yet, at the culmination of creation, “God rested 
on the seventh day. God did not show up to do 
more. … God did not come and check on 
creation in anxiety to be sure it was all 
working.” And “because the creator is anxiety-
free,” we can be too. “God is not a 
workaholic,” writes Brueggemann. “God does 
not keep jacking up production schedules. To 
the contrary, God rests, confident, serene, at 
peace.” God’s rest, in turn, gives us — who are 
created in his image — a “restfulness that 
contradicts the ‘drivenness’” of Pharaoh’s Egypt 
and modern society. 

Of patience and pruning 
In many parts of America, Mother’s Day is the 
recommended date for planting flowers 
outdoors. Subjecting blooms to the elements 
any sooner is risky, though sunny spring days 
sure make waiting tough. Perhaps that’s why 
poet May Sarton calls gardening “an instrument 
of grace,” for it “slows us down and forces 
patience.” 
 
Courage is also required. Gardeners “must be 
brave enough to cut back the old and sit with 
bare branches, awaiting new growth,” writes 
Cheryl Richardson (Waking Up in Winter). “And 
we must trust that it will come.” When God 
prunes us, we too must trust that new growth 
and new life are in store … and then patiently 
wait. 
 

Fed by the Father 
God loves his little birds; for all 
his tender care he shows; 
a single sparrow cannot fall 
but its Creator knows. … 
 
God loves each little bird; but still 
more tender is his care 
for children who obey his will, 
than for the fowls of air. 
—Anonymous 

 
A Spirit who comforts 
In a time when life expectancy was around 40 
years, Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179) lived 
more than twice that long. The Benedictine 
abbess and mystic wrote books and music, 
founded two convents, conducted four 
“preaching tours” and much more, despite 
chronic illness, lack of schooling, grave self-
doubt and a male-dominated church and 
society. Perhaps these poetry excerpts reveal 
her source of strength and inspiration: 
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O comforting fire of Spirit, 
Life, within the very Life of all Creation. 
Holy you are in giving life to All. … 
 
O sacred breath, O fire of love … 
O most pure fountain 
through whom it is known 
that God has united strangers 
and inquired after the lost. … 
 
You always draw out knowledge, 
bringing joy through Wisdom's inspiration. 
 
Therefore, praise be to you 
who are the sound of praise 
and the greatest prize of Life, 
who are hope and richest honor 
bequeathing the reward of Light. 
 

Debt-free, by grace 
Visiting with her passenger, Uber driver Latonya 
Young mentioned her determination to finish 
college — and a $700 debt that barred her from 
enrolling in more classes. “Every time I got 
ready to pay the money, my kids needed 
something,” she said later. “I said, ‘Okay, I’ll 
just wait.’” 
 
To Young’s great surprise, a few days after that 
Uber conversation, she learned that her 
customer, Kevin Esch, had paid her debt; she 
could reenroll! In response, Young persevered to 
finish her degree with strong grades. “When he 
paid the balance, I had to do this for him,” she 
said of Esch, who attended her graduation. 
 
Young’s self-sacrifice for her children and Esch’s 
self-sacrifice for a stranger both pale, of 
course, in comparison to Jesus’ sacrifice of his 
very life to save us. Like Young held back by 
debt, we were captive to sin until “the Son of 
Man came … to give his life as a ransom” 
(Matthew 20:28, ESV). Young did nothing to earn 
Esch’s gift, and we can do nothing to earn 
salvation. But as she responded by using the gift  

to its fullest, we embrace God’s gift by living in 
thanksgiving and praise, love and service. 
 

Bible Quiz 
While 70 Israelite men 
were commissioned as 
prophets at the tent of 
meeting, two others, Eldad and Medad, were 
reported to have prophesied in the camp — not 
following “proper” protocols. Who defended 
them? 

A. Moses 
B. Joshua 
C. Jethro 
D. The Lord 

Answer: A (See Numbers 11:24-29.) 
 

Adopted by God 
Anecdotes abound of couples who become 
pregnant soon after finalizing a long-awaited 
adoption. A Reader’s Digest contributor 
recounts how one such mother later handled 
well-meaning inquiries about which child was 
“hers” (biologically). She replied: “I’ve 
forgotten.” 
 
That mindset, perhaps, is why John Piper calls 
adoption “a picture of the Gospel.” God, 
through his Son Jesus, makes us his very own 
eternally beloved children. 
 
Max Lucado writes: “If anybody understands 
God’s ardor for his children, it’s someone who 
has rescued an orphan from despair, for that is 
what God has done for us. God has adopted you. 
God sought you, found you, signed the papers 
and took you home.” 
 

Ministry in daily life 
Thomas Dreier (1884-1976) was on the path to 
ministry, according to a biographer, but then 
decided to “preach broadly, free from orthodox 
limitations.” During successful careers in 



publishing and business, Dreier offered much 
inspiration — including these words to which we 
all can aspire: 
 
“To greet the day with reverence for the 
opportunities it contains … to hold ever before 
me, even in the doing of little things, the 
Ultimate Purpose toward which I am working; to 
meet men and women with laughter on my lips 
and love in my heart; to be gentle, kind and 
courteous through all the hours; to approach 
the night with … the joy that comes from work 
well done, this is how I desire to spend wisely 
my days.” 
 

+Christian Symbol+ 
Violet 

The violet, a symbol of 
humility, is used most often to 

refer to the Virgin Mary, whom 
St. Bernard (1090-1153) 
described as “the violet of 

humility.” The purple flower also is sometimes 
used to express Christ’s humility in assuming 
human form. 
 

 
 

 
 

May 7 

“Where flowers bloom, so does hope.”
—Lady Bird Johnson 

* * * 
“The mere whisper of the Holy Spirit can 

drown out the thundering noise of an 
entire world.”—David Jeremiah

* * * 
“In life, there are many promotions in 

spiritual growth, but there is no 
graduation.”—T.J. Bach 
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This year the Easter Lilies were ordered and 
delivered to New Era Lutheran Church on Good 
Friday.  Unfortunately we we
personally, but they were be
during the online Easter Sunday service
Pastor Grebner. 
 

 
Marlin & Shirley Allchin

Gloria Batteau 
Jim & Lynn Bendt

Joan Dietrich (Loved Ones)
Bill Halling (Chris Halling)

Vicki Hampton (Dan Sauer Family)
Nancy Henke (Jerome Henke 

& family members)
Carolyn & Dick Leach

Paul & Ann Mayes
Ken & Shirley McDaniel
Dan & Shirley Petersen

“Where flowers bloom, so does hope.” 

“The mere whisper of the Holy Spirit can 
drown out the thundering noise of an 

David Jeremiah 

“In life, there are many promotions in 
growth, but there is no 

 

Easter Lilies were ordered and 
delivered to New Era Lutheran Church on Good 

ere not able to see them 
eautifully displayed 

Easter Sunday service thanks to 

 
 

Marlin & Shirley Allchin (Loved Ones) 
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(Loved Ones) 

(Chris Halling) 
(Dan Sauer Family) 
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Ken & Shirley McDaniel (Loved Ones) 
Dan & Shirley Petersen (Loved Ones) 
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            May 16   
 
 

 
 
 
              May 21 

 
 
 
 
                 May 31 

DUE TO THE UNCERTAINTIES PRESENTED BY THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, ALL 
SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.   

WHEN SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES START, AN EMAIL WILL BE SENT OUT WITH 
VOLUNTEERS WHO ARE USHERS, READERS, COMMUNION ASSISTANTS, AND HOSTS 

FOR THE FELLOWSHIP HALL.  BE SAFE! 



 

 


